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Title: Integration of work regarding mapping of ALDFG host areas and hot spots in the 

Baltic Sea region, based on the results of mapping activities held within national and 

international initiatives (such as the MARELITT Baltic project). 

Submitted by: 
WWF Poland 

Description of measure 
Mapping of DFG host areas and hot spots improves the transparency around the ghost fishing issue and 

is an efficient and practical tool for visualizing the problem. The map as a tool substantially improves the 

strategic planning of crucial activities at sea, thus it should be standardized and implemented in the 

entire Baltic Sea region to help to determine cost-efficient retrieval operations and subsequently, 

improve the reception capacity at strategic harbours. Through improved transparency, the integrated 

map could help during spatial planning of marine activities, e.g. to avoid DFG clean-up actions to be held 

in sensitive or cultural heritage areas.   

Activity:  
Fish and shellfish harvesting (bottom-touching towed gears, professional, recreational) 

Fish and shellfish harvesting (pelagic towed gears, stationary gears, professional, recreational)  

Pressure: 
Input of litter (solid waste matter, including micro-sized litter) 

State: 
Litter 

Extent of impact: 
Mapping of DFG host areas and development of a common platform to share knowledge and collect data 

could improve the efficiency of DFG operations at sea. Implementation of an unified template for 

collecting data regarding operations at sea could be useful to summarize outcomes and verify the 

effectiveness of methodologies used during certain operations. 

Effectiveness of measure 
Information regarding ALDFG distribution. 

Information regarding the effectiveness of the methodologies used during certain operations.   

Reduction of the negative impact of ALDFG in the Baltic Sea. 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
If it turns out that it is possible to use the Helcom Map And Data Service as a base for the integration of 

work regarding mapping, the biggest cost of this measure will be a server maintanance, handling and a 

technical support. 

Feasibility: 
Initial mapping activities were held during various ALDFG initiatives, including the MARELITT Baltic 

project, thus the generated knowledge base, lessons learned and recommendations should make further 

work on this measure more efficient.   

Follow-up of measure: 
Monitoring of ALDFG distribution, collecting information regarding retrieved nets. 



Background material: 
https://www.marelittbaltic.eu/documentation (Derelict fishing gear mapping and retrival 

methodologies – Report 1). 

http://marelittbaltic-map.eu/ 
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